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HEBC BRIEFING 26 June 19857

1.

111,

NIDDLE EAST DEVELOPMENTS 25X1

Ia Lebanon, the third round of the four-stage parliamentary
slection (23 June) gave six seats to pro-government candi-
dntes, four to opposition.

A. Relatively good showing by opposition forces in this
round may mitigete the bitterness towsrd the government
which Bsa dominated the elections tﬁun fax.

B. Pro-government candidetes have now won 40 of 32 seatas
sontented thus far. The fipal contest, for 14 seats
in porth Lebanon, will be held on 30 June,

C. Foreign Minister Charles Nalik, friend of US, scheduled
to run in these last electlions is being nal*geﬁ by
Rgyptian propagands which is using forged document:
1inking Malik to Israels Ambassador Abba Eban.

In Syris, the leftist military group is incressing iis hold

or the government. Rightist opposition continunes but is

disorganized and leaderiess.

A. Ailing President Quwatli reportedly bas decided to
forego medicel trestment in Burope st this time.

B. Rumers of prime minister Asali's resignation now
appesr premature,

Nssx bus rescted to his recent loms of prestige by stiscking

kis Aradb rivals for softneas toward Israel and the West.

A. Egyptisn (and Syrisr) propaganda has attempted to
1ink Saudi Arsbis, Jordan, Iraq, snd Lebanon in
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alleged negotiations with Israel to settle the Aradb

refugee problem on Isrsel's terms--3ll under Awerican

pressure.

B. Syrian-Egyptian propagande has algo indicated that Hasr
will vigit Byria sometime soon, at which time Egyptian-
Syrian *union" would be concluded.

1. #Such proposals do not appessr to be viewed sericusly

Py the leaders of sither state, except am 2 propa—

ganda talking point,

2. #8kould & “gnion" be proclaimed it would probably
bring Egypt and Syris only a litile closer than

at present,

C.

Hasr oay slso

nt&unpt to refurbish his prestige by making his long-

deferred visit to the Soviet Unilon some time iz August.
As a result of Syria and Egyptian smear attecks, Ssaud is
threstening to break relstions with Syris.

25X

B, BPBgypt which has many contacts snd officials stationed
ivside Baudi Arabis may be expected to use these in a
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major effort to bring Saud back into line.

€. As » result Ssud musat still move cautiously in
developing his new alignments,

Purther resson for csution in relatively unproductive

salks beiwesn Jorden and !r&q.‘ |

&, Fow Ivragl prime minister spparently has held back
on more sid for Jordsn until he gets clearer picture
o1 his situation,

B. This means Jordan's King Hussain will now slmost
cartainly sask for more US aid,

uaﬂ
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